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For a number of years I have been a member of the Philadelphia dumpster divers, a group of artists that focuses on re-using cast off pieces of every day life to make art. To me and to most “divers,’ art materials are everywhere, and sometimes just finding a particular item inspires a variety of projects. I look at a bottlecap on the street and see a doll’s little hat; used pencils and old paintbrushes look like legs. Old drawers and candy tins are really “houses” for creating a story within. The stories are like mini theater pieces and  they frequently feature the recurring themes of  childhood and family connectedness vs, individuality. 

A couple of years ago I was inspired to use found materials to make “jewelry” pieces for a show called MOTHERHOOD.  Rather than calling them necklaces or neck pieces, I call them “Mom-- Pieces,” and they can be worn or hung on the wall as “wall jewelry!” They’re shrines to motherhood in general and my mother in particular. As you can tell by the names of the pieces—“Clean Your Room or No Allowance.” or “When You Grow up I Hope You Have Children Just Like You” ----I really had fun with this project. In fact, I could hardly stop!!

At the opening, people came up to me, and with no preamble would just blurt out things like “Always wear clean underwear!,” and “Don’t talk with your mouth full!”  I ran home from the show and used these phrases, along with my stash of Atoid tins, tiny dolls, 10-chains-for-a-dollar from the Salvation Army and other objects to make more Mom—Pieces—and assemblages, and I’m still at it!!

My mother complaind that she never said all those things but what can I say?—she still gives me vintage “green stamps” from her stash when I do something to make her proud. And she definitely DID say “Because I’m the mother, that’s why!”

